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Tell the President You Approve 
HOUSANDS of persons, either individually 


or through organizations, urged upon 
Congress and the President the passage of the 
recent legislation to supply funds for food for 
the famine sufferers in Russia. But very few 
persons have taken the trouble to tell the authori- 
in Washington of their approval of the 
despatch with which this issue was handled. On 
the contrary bitter protests against this action 
have been made from those throughout the 
country who seem to believe that Russian chil- 
dren must be permitted to starve because of the 
Bolshevik politics of their rulers. 


The F. P. A. has authorized the Chairman to 
send the following letter to President Harding: 


ties 


“The Executive Committee of this Association 
instructed me at its meeting January 5, to express 
to you its cordial approval of your signature of 
the bill recently appropriating $20,000,000 for 
Russian relief. 

“We heartily commend your courage in the 
face of bitter and narrow criticism. We are 
confirmed in our faith in your kindness of heart 
and your active sympathy with human suffering. 
You have, we believe, done more by this simple 
act than has been done by any other government 
since the beginning of the Russian revolution to 
prove deep sympathy for the Russian people. 

“May we express the hope that if the sum 
appropriated proves inadequate to the need, you 
will favor the extension of still more govern- 
mental aid in order that our country as fully as 
is physically possible, may cooperate in what is 
simply a gigantic Christian charity.” 


The Executive Committee urges that the mem- 
bers of the Association similarly express their 
sentiments not only to the President, but also 


to Secretary Hoover. 
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F. P. A. Conferences 


THXHE first of the ten Conferences on Problems 
of American Foreign Policy, under the 
auspices of the Foreign Policy Association, will 
be held at the Waldorf-Astoria on Tuesday after- 
noon, January 17th, at four o’clock, conducted 
by Mr. James G. McDonald with the cooperation 
of Dr. Stephen P. Duggan, Director of the 
Institute of International Education. Subject: 
“The Results of the Washington Conference.’ 
There is still time to subscribe. The fee for 
for members of the F. P. A. $3, 
5; admission to single Con- 


the series is: 
for non-members $5; 
ferences $1. Subscriptions should be accom- 
panied by check and sent promptly to the office 
of the F. P. A. at 3 West 29th Street, New York 
City. 


The Privileges of Membership 


‘OME of our members have taken their 
privileges seriously, and in response to 
our urgent appeals have sent us suggestions 
for new members; to this cooperation we 
are indebted for the best results in our pres- 
ent intensive campaign. _We are confident 
that every member of the F. P. A. could 
help us in this way, and again we beg you 
to do so. 

The greatest kindness you can do us and 
your friends, in our opinion, is to put us in 
touch with each other. We undertake to 
offer them the immediate opportunity of 
joining the Foreign Policy Association. This 
is a blessing which you yourself already en- 
joy: give us the chance of extending it to 
others. If you prefer, your light shall be 
respected under its bushel when we write 
to them. AER 2.1 


Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. GARDINER, 
Treasurer, 3 West 29th Street, New York City. 
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Genoa May Offer Peace 


HE decision of the Allied Premiers at Cannes January 7th to call an International Economic 

Conference early in March at Genoa, to which Russia, Germany and the United States, as 

well as the smaller powers are invited, may prove to be the most important event since the Armistice. 

Already Russia is reported to have accepted the conditions laid down for what will be virtually, 
though not nominally, political recognition. These conditions are: 


One—The nations must enjoy freedom of action; one nation must not attempt to dictate 
to another regarding the conduct of its internal economic and political regime. 


Two—Foreign investors must be given guarantees that their property and profits will be 
safeguarded. 

Three—This security can be obtained only by the nations engaging to recognize their 
obligations, indemnify persons whose property is confiscated and uphold the sanctity of contracts. 
Four—Nations must make proper provision for the payment of obligations incurred in 
trade. 

Five—Nations must refrain from every form of propaganda against other governments. 
Six—Nations must refrain from aggression against their neighbors. 

Will our government cooperate in the Genoa meeting beyond merely sending observers? 

Despite the crucial importance of this meeting, two considerations will 


weigh heavily against 
Washington’s decision to participate fully. 


There is a strong feeling in the Cabinet that Europe must 
first clean house before we are justified in actively cooperating with her efforts at economic rehabili- 
tation. Even more serious is Secretary Hughes’ avowed policy of non-recognition of any government 
which does not unequivocably meet his interpretation of the recognition of the fullest rights 
of private property. Neither of these considerations seem to us significant as compared with the im- 
perative need for the restoration of something like normal economic conditions throughout the world. 
To say that we cannot help Europe until she has helped herself only completes a vicious circle. If 
Lenin is prepared to recognize the foreign obligations of previcus Russian governments, to agree to 
reimburse foreigners for property which may have been confiscated and to guarantee the right of 
contract, surely we ought not to stand out on the abstract principle of the right of private property in 
general. 


The success or failure for this first inclusive international conference since the Armistice will 
depend primarily on whether the United States plays whole-heartedly its proper role. This cannot 
be done without sacrifice. Each of the powers must yield something for the common good. Our 
sacrifice will involve the postponement, if not the relinquishment, of part or the whole of the Allied 
indebtedness to us. President Harding perhaps had this in mind when on January 10 he came out 
strongly against the insincere and crass suggestion of certain Republican politicians that the veterans’ 
bonus should be secured through the interest and principal owed by our former Allies. This vicious 
suggestion could mean no return to the veterans, but would inevitably so confuse the international sit- 
uation as to make the position of our government in Genoa at once absurd and hypocritical. Political 
tricksters must not be permitted to secure partisan advantage by making the satisfaction of the veterans’ 
demands dependent upon our government wringing from our former Allies payments which would 
mean, except for Great Britain, complete bankruptcy. 

Our government’s delegation to Genoa should include representatives of our chief economic 


interests: farmers, labor, manufacture, export and capital. Mere diplomatic representation would 


not be enough. Moreover, our delegates should have power to confer frankly on all aspects of the 
international situation. Until millions of people east of the Rhine are at work again there can be no 
real peace or prosperity in the world. 


Whether American representation shall be that of an “observer” or full “participant,” will be 
determined within a few days. Unless public opinion vigorously urges the fullest participation, the 
Administration will probably adhere to its cautious policy of merely looking on. Let us say to 
Secretary Hughes and to President Harding NOW that we believe our government should do its 


utmost to make the Genoa conference the effective beginning of the economic rehabilitation of Europe. 


Announcement 


The F. P. A. is glad to be able to announce that Mrs. Willard Straight (New York) and Mr. 
George M. La Monte (New Jersey) have been elected members of the Executive Committee. 





